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Inviting the World
to Christ's Table

-- A Word from Sharon Watkins, Our General Minister and President --

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ -- Last week | joined with about 200 other Christian leaders from across the United States to have prayer with Pope Benedict XVI. It's tempting to say that
“everyone” was there. In fact, just about every stripe of Christian in the United States was represented. Just in front of me sat Pat Robertson. Next to me sat a Pentecostal bishop, and on the
other side was the dean of an Orthodox seminary. Two rows up (on the front row) was Rev. John Thomas of the United Church of Christ and across the aisle from me was Rev. James
Forbes. There were Missouri Synod Lutherans, Mormons, Evangelicals and Mainline Protestants. There were bishops dressed in purple, Orthodox hierarchs dressed in their ancient garb,
and Protestant leaders in business suits and dresses. All there because the Pope had invited us. Perhaps the president of the United States could have commanded such a crowd, but he's
the only one. It was impressive to see the range of traditions represented by the people who accepted the Pope’s invitation to pray together.

I was struck by his simplicity, by his air of sincerity. He was quiet — maybe tired after his morning at the United Nations. He spoke of the importance of our Christian witness in a time of
globalization, a time which can either draw us together as a global community or drive us more deeply into individualism and fragmentation. The theme of the service, Christ our Hope, was
the dominant note of his message. Some commentators have noted that Pope Benedict XVI chose, on this visit, not to address large challenges. No big word on the war in Irag. No “in your
face” admonishing of American Catholics to change their ways. Instead on this visit, the Pope chose to draw us in. (In fact, one of the hymns we sang was “Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether.”)
Instead of emphasizing differences, he seemed to be looking for common ground. Maybe this was exactly what we needed.

Daily life is an experience of fragmentation for so many. Low-income seniors fight through a tangle of regulation to have access to medication. Single parents struggle to provide resources for
their families in a tightening economy. Suburban families are broken by the demands of family and dual careers. Military families await word on loved ones as we surpass the 4,000th
American death in Iraq. Daily our world is segmented, segregated, and fractured. And yet, like a bulb bursting forth into a flower announcing life over dismal winter, Pope Benedict brought
this gentle reminder that as a people of faith, we live in hope.

We'll have to be careful that we don't leave it with the Pope’s reminder, however. As important as his words are, it's our witness that finally matters most. We in the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) don’t have a Pope who can speak for all of us. That means that every one of us has to take responsibility for making the gospel real in our lives and giving witness to the
people around us. It means we can't wait for someone else to be or share the gospel for us. Each one of us is responsible for making real the life-giving call of Christ to reconciliation and
wholeness in our context.

Our new identity statement says, “We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.” It's time for us to live the call for unity and one-ness that has always been
part of the historic Disciples plea and challenge ourselves to faithfully move forward. Our identity statement continues: “As part of the one Body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table
as God as welcomed us.” The Pope’s call to the Christian community to give witness to the hope that is within us was right on cue. It's time for each one of us to take up our part.




""14 Conversations'"

This "video-and-discussion" opportunity continues each
Sunday evening at 7:00pm. Those of us who have been
participating would welcome others to the gathering.
Come and join the discussion!

Pentecost / Mother's Day

Our worship service on Sunday, May 11", will have a
dual focus — we will be celebrating both Pentecost and
Mother's Day. So wear something red to acknowledge
that on Pentecost we commemorate the gift of the Spirit
and the birth of the church. Plus, come prepared to
share a favorite memory of your mother (or another
amazing woman in your life).

"Helping Neighbors" Fund

We have started a fund so that we will have money
available to help folks who find themselves in need of a
little extra help. About once a month, we will receive a
special offering to add to this fund. This month, that
offering will be received on Sunday, May 11" we
have been so richly blessed — let's share the blessing!

Emmaus Reunion Group

Our Emmaus Reunion Group will meet on Wednesday,
May 14" at 6:30pm (following "Pause for Prayer"). We'll
catch up on recent Walks and talk about future plans
and events.

Licensed Ministers' Retreat

The Hi-Plains Area is sponsoring a Licensed Ministers'
retreat May 16-17 (Friday-Saturday), at Ceta Canyon.
The focus of the weekend will be "How Your Church
Family Works," and the leader will be Charlotte Hoppe
(the Area Minister of the Tres Rios Area). Speak with
Debra for more detailed information.

Church Growth Conference

On Saturday, May 17", First Christian Church in
Plainview is sponsoring a church growth conference,
"Developing Dynamic Disciples." The conference will
begin at 8:30am and conclude at 4:00pm, and will
include lunch. The Plainview church is covering all
expenses for the event. (Donations will be accepted to
help cover the cost of lunch.) The leader for the
conference is Tom Nagle, the pastor of St. Mark United
Methodist Church in El Paso, Texas.

If you would be willing to attend this conference and
bring back some new ideas and insights for our
congregation, please speak with Debra.

Golf Tournament

The Blair Loving Memorial Golf Classic, held in memory
of Blair Loving (the brother of Barry Loving [pastor of
FCC in Pampa] and Dani Loving Cartwright [our
Regional Minister]) will be held May 17", at the Ross
Roger Golf Complex, Amarillo. For more information,
contact Barry at 806-662-0061.

Special Birthday

Last month, we gathered at Hudson House to help
Audrey Eads celebrate her 99" birthday. While we were
there we met Nellie Moore, who will be 102 years old on
May 21 and doesn't have a church family to celebrate
with her. So ... we will be taking a cake, our smiles
and our hugs to make this a special day for Nellie. Join
us at the church at 6:15 on Wednesday, May 21 (after a
briefer-than-usual "Pause for Prayer"), and we'll caravan
to Hudson House for Nellie's birthday.

EVBS

Again this year, our congregation will participate in
Canyon's Ecumenical Vacation Bible School (June 23" —
27‘“). Registration forms are available in the Narthex.
By the way, we need a volunteer to represent our church
at the planning meetings -- talk with Debra if you can
help.

Summer Plans

Kristi and Debra are working on plans for summer
activities and projects. If you have an idea for something
fun to do, or a project that would be a blessing to our
community, or a study/discussion series you would like
us to consider, let us know!

From Our Youth Director

F.R.O.G. News

Hey Guys! School is almost over. That is hard to
believe. We have several things lined up for the
summer. We are doing all kinds of fund-raisers planned
to make money for our trip to Schlitterbaun. We did
great on our youth meal this last week. We will be
selling Cotton Candy on the 4th of July, and a car wash
at WalMart during July.

Remember you have until the 2nd Sunday in July to
memorize your books of the Bible and your 25 memory
verses. Everyone that accomplishes this will get to
throw a pie at me and | will wear a team shirt other than
the Longhorns. Yes, that even means on OU shirt if |
have too. Well that is all for now.

Until next time, always rememberto . ..
Fully Rely On God — Kristi



Please Hold in Prayer:

Loyce Sullivan - living in Bedford, TX

Audrey Eads - living in Hudson House

Mildred Bowles - living in Canyon Health Care

Billie Kesler (Lee Kesler's mother) - living in Hudson House
Margaret Brockman (Geri Russell's mother) — Parkinson’s
Dwayne Roberts (Le Rivas' father) — living in VA nursing home
Diana Devers — new doctors, new treatment, doing much better
Elva Devers' mother - pain, confusion, needing more care

Bill Green's father — wife in Alzheimer's' unit

Amanda Gragert's grandmother — nursing home, poor health

Art & Judy Jackson — health concerns

Jenny Mitchell - continuing health concerns

Michelle Browning (daughter of Bob and Ann Hinds) - divorce
Phyllis Perry — health difficulties

Larry Perry — job concerns

Jennifer Decker - doing well after surgery to repair broken arm
Carolyn Hinders — home from hospital, feeling better

Louis Hinders — hospitalized, ICU at the VA Hospital

Patsy Miller — cancer, back home in Carlshad (505-785-2361)
Joy Barham - continuing health concerns

Mae Burk's granddaughter, Tara — eating disorder

Jimmy Crockett — home from the hospital, homebound

Jacque Meisner (Maxine Crockett's sister) — cancer has returned
James Voyles (Esta's hushand) - recovering from by-pass surgery
in Houston

Carol Rodriguez — ongoing health difficulties

Chris Byrd (neighbor of Bill Green) - facing back surgery

Robert Byrd (brother of Chris Byrd) — death of girlfriend

Eric Folks' mother and brothers — going through rough times
Sharon Byrd (grandmother of Kossey children) — awaiting liver
transplant

Andrew Bivins - serious accident on ranch, in ICU

Virginia Bonifield — recovering from surgery (lung cancer)

Vern Dahlberg (hushand of Vicki O'Gorman's cousin) — recovering
from surgery (brain tumor)

Dee Austin (Art Jackson's niece) — recovering from brain surgery
Jeannie Kuhlman's granddaughter Nicki -- recovering from surgery
(brain aneurism)

Jan Word (friend of Anna Wright) — arthritis, gout — doing better
Leesa Calvi — breast cancer

Tana Free (children's minister at First Christian Church, Lubbock) —

hospitalized for remainder of pregnancy

Bruce Given (friend of the O'Gormans) — brain cancer

Cindy Criswell (wife of Canyon's city manager) — health concerns
Cynthia Anderson (neighbor of the Winders) — cancer, weakness
Heidi (friend of Phyllis Perry) —throat cancer

Julio (Anna Wright's friend's son) — immigration isues

Don Williams (friend of Monte Winders) — cancer

Rachel Miracle (mother of Joy Barham's former student) — cancer
Vangie (friend of Staci Winders) - cancer

Pat and Charlene Wylie and son Sean — moving to this area
First Presbyterian Church in Canyon - difficult time

All those trying to make good decisions for the children of the
Eldorado "Yearning for Zion" ranch

The world economy and those suffering financial difficulties

All those living in nursing homes and assisted living facilities

All those serving in the military, and their families here at home
The leaders of our nation and our world

Our congregation, that we may seek and follow God's leading

Our Sympathy
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e Jackie Moranty

e Jessica Moranty
e Dodie Rankin

e Mildred Rugger

e Pat Wylie
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See the enclosed sheet for more information.



“Go Fish"

| recently learned two things about God. One, He likes to
play cards; and two, He totally cheats! It's true. | learned
first-hand, no pun intended. Don’t believe me? Then let
me tell you a story about a Father, His daughter and a
simple game of “GO FISH.”

One evening | decided to flip through the pages of the Book
my Father had written, in an attempt to alleviate the ultimate
boredom that had overtaken my lifestyle. My daily routine
was beginning to resemble a “groundhog” day of
repetitiveness and | was searching for a ripple in the lake of
tranquility that had become my existence. Yes, | actually
asked for the tide to come in. Crazy talk, | know, but I've
been so used to problems and solving them or just getting
though them, that | was at a loss when God granted me
peace.

So there | sat, bored out of my mind, holding a Book too
heavy with words unclear. Finally, | just bowed my head
and prayed, “God, show me a new day, in a new way.”
Instantly | felt the gentle tug of my hair announcing His
presence. | looked up just in time to see the playful grin on
His face as He tossed a deck of cards in my lap.

Totally confused, | thought, “A card trick? Are you kidding
me? You raised Lazarus from the dead, You parted the
Red Sea, You made man (ok, two out of three isn’'t bad!)”

“Cute,” He said, reading my thoughts. (I forgot He could do
that.) “A card game was more what | had in mind. Your
game of choice.”

“Hmmm,” | muttered, still not sure if it was a trick or not. So
| decided to go with the traditional Bible game of “GO
FISH.” Jesus and the disciples used to play it all the time,
only they called it “GO FISHERS OF MEN.”

| handed the deck over to God and let Him deal the cards. |
figured He would go easy on me. Yeah...like that
happened.

First card was Compassion — that's good. Next was
Abundance. Not too shabby. In the middle was Envy.
(Ooh, didn’t know that was in the deck.) After that was
Obsession. Who shuffled these cards? And last, but not
least....Forgiveness. “Ugh,” | uttered appallingly, noting the
“innocent” look upon God'’s face.

Deciding to take Him out fast, | played my first hand. “Got
any Forgiveness?”

“Of course,” He said, and handed me His card. | knew it.
He always has Forgiveness.

Then | asked for Abundance, a little unsure this time.
Smiling He placed the card in my hands and whispered, “All
you had to do was ask!”

Playing my next card, | began to feel a little guilty at beating
Him with His own kindness. Quietly, | mumbled, “Got any
Compassion?”

With a look of love He softly replied, “Always!” and He
proceeded to give me His third card.

Looking down at the two cards left in my hand, | was pretty
sure that God was not going to have these. So | asked, “Do
you have any Obsession?”

Wrinkling His nose, He confidently said, “GO FISH.” So |
did. Now it was God's turn and He surprised me when He
asked, “Do you have any Tithes?”

“GO FISH,” | squeaked, too embarrassed to look at Him.

“Hmmm, looks like Obsession is holding you back,” He
said.

Wincing, | looked at the three cards left in my hand, and
realized that there was one card | had left that could win me
the game. Ironically, it was the only card | fished for myself.
So | played it. “Do you have any 1% Corinthians 13:13?”

With a big smile, He proceeded to lay down His remaining
cards; FAITH, HOPE and LOVE.

“You WIN,” He said proudly.

“I couldn’t have done it without You,” | replied. And I
couldn’t have. | took the hand that was dealt and asked
God for His hand to win the battle. And now I find myself
floating on the lazy river, enjoying the ride. It's a new day,
and a new way of thinking. And if | happen to find my raft
heading toward the rapids, | will simply stop and take the
time to “GO FISH.” You never know what you might catch.

P.S. God doesn't really cheat....I just
wanted to get your attention!

I n Christ,
T racie Sandstrom

CYF Camp Service Project

At our high school church camp this summer, the campers
will spend some time each day putting together refugee
health kits. Each of these kits will consist of the following
items sealed in a gallon-size zip-loc bag:

e one bath towel

e one hand towel

e one comb

* one metal fingernail file

= one fingernail clippers

e one bath-size bar of soap

e one toothbrush

e one tube of toothpaste (4 oz — 7 0z)
e six band-aids

The camp directors hope to complete at least 100 kits, so
they're going to need a lot of "stuff" to be donated by the
churches of the Area. We will place a box in the Narthex to
collect your contributions throughout the month of May.
Thanks for your help!!!



Worship Service
Team
For May

Worship Leader: Art Jackson

Elders: James O'Gorman
Monte Winders

Diaconate: Maxine Crockett
Bill Green
Le Rivas
Tracie Sandstrom
Charlotte Slay

Communion Brian & Kristi Estes
Preparation:

Be sure to ask someone to serve in
your place
if you are unavailable to serve!

Happy
Birthday!

May 3 Judy Stephens
May 7 Montana Laramore
May 9 Tiffany Jackson
May 12 Rose Anne Mott
May 13 Larry Perry

May 17 Scott Maynard
May 18 Mark Barham
May 18 Wanda Costley
May 21 Mae Burk

May 23 Kennedy Lackey
May 28 Michael Beggs

Happy
Anniversary!

May 5 Lee &
Connie Kesler

May 10 Tommy &
Lana Loser

May 18 Bob &
Wanda Costley

May 31 Rich & Kristi
Rankin

May 4, 2008
Acts

1:1-11

Psalm 47
Ephesians 1:15-23

Luke

24:44-53

May 11, 2008

Acts

2:1-21

Psalm 104:23-24,
35b
1 Corinthians 12:3b-

13
John

7:37-39

May 18, 2008
Genesis 1:1-2:4a

Psalm 8
2 Corinthians 13:11-

13

Matthew 28:16-20

May 25, 2008
Isaiah 49:8-16a

Psalm 131
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Matthew 6:24-34

Pause for

Prayer

Elders in charge of Wednesday
evening devotionals this month

are:

May 7 —
May 14 —
May 21 —
Winders
May 28 —
O'Gorman

Rudy Rivas
Anna Wright
Marylin

James

For the
Record

| For March 2008

Income 8,011
Expenses 8,354
Difference (+/-) -343

Summer
Church
Camp

It's almost time for church camp! All
camps this year will be held at Ceta
Glen, except for Eighters' Camp,
which will be at Circle 6 in Stanton,
Texas. Kristi has registration
forms. The church will pay half of
the cost for each camper. If you
need some help with the rest of the
cost, please talk with Kristi or Debra
-- there is scholarship money
available, and we don't want
anyone to miss out on the church
camp experience for financial
reasons.

Eighters’ Camp (8th grade)
June 14-21

CYF Conference (high school)
June 15-20

Junior Camp (3"- 5" grade)
July 7-11

Chi Rho Camp (6" - 8" grade)
July 21-25

Coming Events

« Disciples Women Regional
Assembly — June 20-22, Texas
Christian University in Fort
Worth

e Fourth of July — West Texas
Dog Show on the Courthouse
Lawn

e Sessions 2008 — National
gathering of Disciples Men —
July 17-20, Oklahoma City

e Association of Disciples
Musicians Annual Conference —
July 19-24, Tulsa, Oklahoma



MANNA MINISTRIES
“Food From Heaven”

As approved by the church board on May 4, 2008 First Christian Church in Canyon, Texas will serve as Host Site for Manna
Ministries. We are excited about the opportunity this will give folks to purchase good food at good prices. We hope to expand to
include everyone who would like to be involved with this program.

Manna Ministries is a non-profit, non-denominational organization for food purchase and distribution. There is no income
requirements, no applications, or qualifications to which participants must adhere. Like most retail grocery stores, we will also
participate in the Lone Star Food Stamp program.

Manna Ministries is dedicated to providing grocery relief and financial support to communities throughout the United States. The
program was joined with Cornerstone Outreach Ministries in Amarillo, Texas in January 2007. (This is the same distribution site
formerly designated as an Angel Food Ministry host site.) Companies and producers in the Panhandle fill the orders and deliver
the food to Cornerstone. VVolunteers pick up the food and bring it back to First Christian here in Canyon. It is then sorted into
boxes and readied for pick up by those who have placed and paid for an order earlier in the month. Manna Ministries crosses
denominational lines and has spread the good news of the gospel of Christ through salvation tracts that are placed in each food
order.

The groceries are sold in a quantity that can fit into a medium-sized box at $25.00 per unit. Each month’s menu is different than
the previous month and consists of both fresh and frozen items with an average retail value of approximately $50.00. Comparison
shopping has been done in various communities using a wide range of retail grocery stores and has resulted in the same food items
costing between $42.00 and $78.00.

Generally, one unit of food assists in feeding a family of four for about one week or a single senior citizen for almost a month.
The food is all the same high quality one would purchase at a grocery store. There are no second-hand items, no damaged or out-
dated goods, no dented cans without labels, no day-old breads and no produce that is too ripe.

Also offered are specialty boxes such as steaks, chicken and pork. Many participants in this program appreciate the expanded
choices. With the purchase of each regular unit of food, you may purchase the specialty boxes. You may purchase boxes of food
for yourself or for someone else who will enjoy receiving it.

Food sales and distribution are handled by church host sites. Orders and payments are collected by the host site during the first
part of the month. These orders are turned in to the Cornerstone Ministries distribution site in Amarillo on a predetermined date.
Later that month, the host site in Canyon (First Christian Church) will pick up the order and bring it back to the church for
distribution on that same day. Everyone will need to come to the church to pick up their food order during the times set, or make
arrangements with someone else to pick up and sign for your food. Food cannot be kept at the church, no delivery service will be
available. All orders that are not picked up in a timely manner will be given away. Since the orders are paid for at the time the
order is placed, there is no money involved on the day of distribution. There is no refund or credit given if the food is not picked

up.

On the day of distribution many volunteers are needed to package the bulk food into individual orders. We are asking individuals
who want to help to come to the church at 2011 4™ Ave. At this writing, we are distributing food from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. so
the volunteers would need to be at the church by 10:00 a.m.. These times may change as the need requires but the date and times
are always listed in the previous month’s information included in the food boxes. Other ways of information will be the local
newspaper and of course word of mouth. Order forms may be picked up at First Christian Church also available at locations to be
named later. The completed orders and payment can be mailed to the First Christian Church at 2011 4™ Ave, Canyon , Tx. 79015
or taken to other drop off places which are being arranged and will be posted. Payment must be made to First Christian Church.

For more information you may contact our Host Site Coordinators:

Sandy& Tommy Russell-806-352-3224,

Pastor Debra Huffman at First Christian Church 806-655-3512

Vicky O’Gorman 806-336-2674.
Orders must be paid for at the time the order is placed and a receipt will be given. If you would like a receipt for the mail-in orders,
please send an addressed, stamped envelope with your order. Orders picked up will also require a signature to ensure everyone
gets their correct order.

We know this is a wonderful program and a great opportunity for folks wanting to make their grocery $$’s go a little further. We
have had great response so far and are expecting the program’s orders to grow as more people learn about Manna Ministries Food
Program.

Manna Ministries is truly “Food From Heaven”. God bless!



